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The peoples of our country meet the twenty-fourth anniversary
of the Red Army in the stern days of the patriotic war against
Fascist Germany which has basely and insolently encroached
upon the life and freedom of our motherland. Along a tremendous
front, from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sea, men of the Red
Army and Red Navy wage fierce battles in order to oust the
German Fascist invaders from our country and safeguard the
honour and independence of our motherland.
This is not the first time that the Red Army has had to defend
our native land from attack by enemies. The Red Army was
created twenty-four years ago to fight the troops of the foreign
interventionist invaders who strove to dismember our country
and destroy her independence. Young detachments of the Red
Army, which were tailing part in war for the first time, inflicted
utter defeat on the German invaders at Pskov "and Narva on
February 23, 1918.
For this very reason February 23, 1918, was proclaimed the
day of the birth of the Red Army. Since then the Red Army has
been growing and gaining strength in the struggle against the
foreign interventionists and invaders. It safeguarded our native
land in battle with the German invaders in 1918 and ousted them
from the Ukraine and Byelo-Russia. It safeguarded our native
land in battles with foreign troops of the Entente in 1919-1921
and ousted them from our country.
The defeat of the foreign interventionist invaders in time of
civil war secured for the peoples of the Soviet Union lasting peace
and the possibility of peaceful constructive work. During those
two decades of peaceful constructive work, Socialist industry and
collective agriculture grew up in our country; science and culture
flourished; the friendship of the peoples of our country grew
strong.             STALIN: Order of the Day, February 23, 1942.
In reply to your call, the movement of innovators in science
and production will grow enormously and the creation of new
and more perfect technical equipment and destructive arms for
the Red Army and Navy will be farthered. Soviet science will
solve the complex scientific and technical problems involved in
extending production and exploiting the natural resources of the
Urals, Siberia, Kazakhstan, and Central Asia. ... It will help
in the rapid restoration of the western and southern districts